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Abstract: A safe learning environment is an important provision for children. It affects the 

children`s development. This paper builds on Bronfenbrenner Ecology System Theory to 

examine the relationships and development of the children living in a safe learning 

environment. Nine children were interviewed and revealed that a safe learning environment 

influence their personal development and social interactions. In conclusion, a safe learning 

environment will help the children to improve academic performance and have a better social 

interaction. At the microsystem level, a positive relationship and a nurturing environment 

directly influence the children development. Taking into account the importance of a safe 

learning environment that a learner interacts with contribute significantly to the children 

development.  
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Introduction  

 Children learn from the environment. The environment in which they live in 

significantly affected them. Bronfenbrenner dan Morris (1998) stated that children`s behaviour 

and development affected by the close interactions with people surround them (Galindo & 

Sheldon, 2012). Nowadays, children are growing up in a globally connected world. The 

children`s interaction with technology and social media has constructed in a new way of 

learning which is different from decades ago  (Jha, 2020). 

 An environment has a power to influence a child way of learning and see the changes 

in themselves. This article will explore a safe learning environment is an important aspect for 

the children to be able to optimize their talent and capabilities. Generally, a safe learning 

environment will encourage the children to deeply explore their surroundings and learn more 

about it. Although virtual learning is a common thing in this post-pandemic era and provide 

many advantages however conventional learning has its own benefits as well. Seeing, listening 

and touching the object stimulate our brains to digest the information comprehensively. This 

reinforce that providing a safe learning environment for the children to optimize their growth 

and development is fundamental   (Khairul Amali et al., 2023). 

 UNICEF (UNICEF, 2024) committed to provide safe learning environment for the 

children. A safe, responsive and nurturing environment is needed to protect them form any 

harm. The benchmarks to set up this specific place is measuring all kinds of preventive actions; 

free from sexual harassment, abuse and violence; free from physical and mental harassment, 

abuse and violence; and hygiene.  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) conducted a research that reported around 246 million children 

experienced abuse within the school environment every year (UNESCO, 2023). This has 
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negative impact on their academic achievement which will ultimately cause them to drop out 

from school. This incident will get worse if the school environment or any other learning 

environment is unsafe for children. In 2019, UNESCO released a report on Behind The 

Numbers: Ending School Bullying and Violence (UNESCO, 2019) in which the issue of safe 

learning environment has caught special attention from UNESCO as it will be the main obstacle 

in obtaining quality education for all children. This report also revealed unsafe learning 

environment has a significant adverse impact on children`s physical, mental and well-being 

throughout their life span.  

 To study the learning environment is vital to set a foundation to manage a supportive 

learning atmosphere, positive peer to peer relationships, educational activities that stimulate the 

growth and development of the children. By understanding and applying these key components 

it can enrich the children`s learning experiences and outcomes. They will develop a love of 

learning, respect each other, self-confidence, and achieve their full potential. 

 

Literature Review  

There are three points will be discussed in this section: 

a. Children 

The definition of a child in Indonesia context according to The Republic of Indonesia 

Law Number 35 Year 2014 Amendment to Law Number 23 Year 2022  On Child Protection 

is an individual below the age of eighteen years, including who is still in the womb.  

Children is the plural form of child. Each of them grows and develop at their own stages. 

They are unique, have their own characteristics, their personalities can not be generalized. 

Their characteristics are constructed by their environment, community, culture and 

technology, therefore, establishing a safe and nurturing environment will stimulate their 

positive characters ((Nitecki & Chung, 2016). 

 

b. Bronfenbrenner Ecology Systems Theory 

Bronfenbrenner`s Ecological Systems Theory explains children`s development is 

influenced by multiple systems. There are five systems linked with a child`s development 

stages and each of the system influence the child in different  ways (Iruka et al., 2020).  

The five systems are as follow first, Microsystem is the closest system to the child. 

Parents, siblings, peers, teachers, and neighbours are the people who the child has close 

interaction with in this system. Next is Mesosystem associates with interactions between the 

people in the microsystem that involves the child. For example, direct and indirect 

communication between the child`s parents and teacher build the connection on both parties. 

bridging the gap between   involves interactions between different microsystems in the 

child’s life. The third system is Exosystem is the environment that influences the 

microsystem. For example, the lack of school funding may impact the quality of education. 

The fourth system is Macrosystem that discuss the socio cultural aspects influencing the 

child`s life. A child from middle-high income family has more advantages to access various 

formal and informal education compare to a child from low income household. The final 

system is Chronosystem explains the changes throughout the child`s life span. The changes 

can be predictable like puberty and unpredictable like parental divorce. 

 

c. Safe Learning Environment 

A safe learning environment is a place where the children can learn and do any kind of 

activities without any fear. This specific environment must be provided by the parents, 

teachers, and stakeholders as the duty bearers (UNESCO, 2019).  Learning in a safe 
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environment is also a child rights whether it is a formal or non-formal or informal education 

setting (Jerome, Lee; Emerson, Lesley; Lundy, Laura; Orr, 2015). The basic principles and 

requirements for a safe and nurturing learning environment for children aiming to ensure 

they learn without any fear of being a victim of any kind of harm. Therefore, the learning 

process will deliver in a peaceful situation which will optimize the children growth and 

development (UNESCO, 2014) 

 

Method  

A qualitative approach is used to gather the information for this research. The 

information is collected directly from the resource persons, analysed purely by emphasizing on 

the meaning of each statements  (Dr. Umar Sidiq, M.Ag Dr. Moh. Miftachul Choiri, 2019). The 

resource persons are 9 girls who are actively involved in various activities conducted in a 

community-based literacy program in their neighbourhood since 2018. The program is 

conducted on the terrace of one of members of the neighbourhood.  

Total sampling is applied as only 9 girls meet the requirements as the resource persons. 

They were asked three questions related to their thoughts and experiences learning in the 

community-based learning literacy program. Their answers were validated one time at the end 

of the session. 

  

Result and Discussion 

 Providing a safe learning environment for the children is align with the sub-theme of 

2023 National Children`s Day that is To Create a Safe Environment for Children means to raise 

concern and awareness of parents, caregivers, teachers, community members, enterprises, and 

government aiming to fulfil the children`s right to protection in formal, non-formal and informal 

education setting. It is also to ensure the learning process deliver in a conducive and supporting 

situation.  

 The learning environment contribute significantly in shaping student`s learning 

achievement, attitudes and behaviours. A safe and nurturing learning environment can boost 

students` academic performance while an unsupportive learning environment can prevent them 

from achieving good academic performance. Therefore, it is essential to understand the 

determine factors in creating a safe learning environment (Khairul Amali et al., 2023).  

 Using Bronfenbrenner Ecology System Theory we analyse how the children see their 

learning environment in the layer of microsystem. They tend to have a close connection to 

student development. A learning process constitutes a two-way interaction between students 

and their learning environment. A student will receive the information, analyse the information, 

and apply the information to elevate her knowledge, improve her skills, and build her positive 

character (Panopoulos & Drossinou-Korea, 2020). Drawing from Bronfenbrenner Ecology 

System Theory, a safe learning environment can only be achieved if the persons in the 

environment exercise positive communication and supportive towards each other. It will also 

influence our character and how we adapt with others in our social lives.  

 The children in this study revealed a safe learning environment is a place where their 

voices are heard; they received compliments for every good deed they do and supportive 

comments they say; no body shaming; full with activities that improve their knowledge and 

skills; give them experiences that may only happen once in a life time; and no bullying. Their 

statements show a safe learning environment is not only about physical facilities but also feeling 

respected, have friends, and get new knowledge and skills.  Understanding how the children 

perceived their learning environment is essential in developing intervention strategies.  
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 The act of their voices are heard is explained by when one of them has a chance to speak 

the other children listened and waiting for their turn to share their opinions. Disagreement often 

happens especially when it comes to decide what activities to do for the upcoming weeks. 

However, they always solve it by voting so all of the proposed activities are can be carried out. 

No bullying is the one of the ground rules in the program. The children stated physical bullying 

is the most common bullying that happens in school. But at the activity centre bullying is 

forbidden.  

 Consistent teaching of positive characters has been recognized as a preventive factor. 

The children are provided adequate knowledge using problem-based learning to open their 

minds on impacts of our words and behaviours towards others. The children`s  tend to copy and 

encourage each other to practice positive behaviour. Therefore, friends` support is very much 

needed at their age to prevent adverse effects of the negative impacts of being a victim of 

bullying. Providing the children with a supportive environment will stimulate their social 

emotional and behavioural development (Rachman et al., 2023). This positive relationship 

among the children as well as between the children and their learning environment provides 

open space to express their feelings about things that upset them and how to deal with it. 

 The fact that the children have strong sense of belonging with their learning 

environment because of the intense interactions between the children and the learning 

environment (Rozana et al., 2021). Under Bronfenbrenner Ecology Systems Theory the close 

connection can be explained by the interaction that started since they participated in the 

program; the children are active in developing themselves by following every activities; the 

learning environment keeps evolving following the needs of the children and the increasing 

number of the children; the impact of the activities on the children`s growth and development 

(Crawford, 2020). This analysis highlights the interactions happen in the microsystem 

contribute significantly in strengthening the children`s sense of belonging towards their 

learning environment.  

 Children are prone for social threats. They are facing series issues from home, school 

and neighbourhood which can affect their resilience. Girls feel insecure with their physical 

appearances while boys usually scolded by teachers and/or parents. (Bailen et al., 2019) stated 

as a child grows older her/his social-emotional develops as well. The emotions scale up and the 

social relationships become more complex. In some circumstances social threats are inevitable 

but the children resilience can be built to prepare them to deal with adversities.  

 Respectful to each other is one of the positive behaviours applied in the program. After 

involving in the program, they develop a behaviour of being respectful to each other. They let 

someone finish her/his talk first without any interruption, respect every opinion and never look 

down on each other are the attitudes they develop through times. Their peer relationships grow 

positive as they learn in an environment that stimulate their positive characters.  

 Family is the primary setting a child grows and develop. As she/he gets older, the 

development context expanded in various settings, some connected some are not connected. A 

common example is a child gains experiences in one setting, apply it on the other setting and it 

goes on continuously all through her/his life span. To determine key factors contributing to a 

child`s ability to learn from her/his learning environment are correlated with age, education 

level, individual resilience, and experiences  (Ferreira et al., 2020). In education, as this study 

discuss about a safe learning environment for children, a child has a quality to adapt and to 

overcome obstacles in order to attain academic success (Basu et al., 2020).  Living as 

students in this digital era the children undergo multiple physical, emotional, and social changes 

that challenges them. They struggle with the conflicting feelings occur when entering teenage 

years. In order to prepare them for all possible situations that may happen in their future, 

providing the children with skills that are not taught in school will benefit them.   



Proceeding International Seminar on Islamic Studies Vol. 5, No. 1 (2024) 

Thailand, February 10-11, 2024  E-ISSN: 2722-7618 ││  P-ISSN: 2722-7626   
 

 
1712 

 

A safe learning environment extends far beyond four-walls classroom. The children 

learn and solve problems in the context of their lives and communities. The deep connection 

between the children and their neighbourhood influenced the children`s perspectives and it is 

one of their qualities to overcome obstacles in the future. The vision of safe learning 

environment is a place where the children engage in learning, achieve the best of their 

capabilities and become productive citizens ((Nofianti, R .; Rozana, 2019) 

Supportive learning environment is increasingly recognized issue in education 

promoting what makes the children experience learning improving their wellbeing (UNESCO, 

2023). Promotion of children`s safety in  learning environment drive various intervention 

programmes focused on children`s development, resilience, welfare, and wellbeing (Coulombe 

et al., 2020). Studying in a safe learning environment aiming to enhance their wellbeing by 

improving academic growth and utilizing their skills. The field of safe learning environment 

pursues to focus this inquiry by developing various interventions to ensure appropriate earning 

approach are applied to maximize children wellbeing. 

 Positive character is one of the improvements experienced by the children. Indeed, one 

of the program objectives is to enhance social emotional skills and non-cognitive traits to build 

up their academic and life skills success in the future (Yuliawan & Taryatman, 2020). Character 

strength revealed to be morally valued and carried out in an individual way of treating herself 

and/or others. The character development is correlated with the influence of the positive 

environment and relationships. Therefore, character education is more effective if instilled and 

reinforced through learning models (Nofianti, Rita; Munisa ; Agustia, 2022). 

 Character development involves feelings, logic, and abilities to behave consistently in 

a positive way throughout time place. Three main aspects in to achieve successful character 

development are mentors, skill-building, and opportunities to take part as a leadership in 

activities in the family, school and communities (Yuliawan & Taryatman, 2020). Positive 

character is the foundation which will flourish other positive traits, for example capability, self-

assurance, self-resilience and enable every individuals to contribute significantly to her or his 

own lives and the society (Sutarman et al., 2022). 

 The positive character development experienced by the children are they have more 

respect towards themselves and others, have the courage to tell their opinions, on time, and do 

not interrupt when someone is talking. They learned it by observing, applying and reflecting 

the situations in their daily lives. This shows that a supportive learning environment 

significantly contribute to the  children`s growth and development. Analyzing from 

Bronfenbrenner`s Ecology System Theory, at the Mesosystem level, the interactions and 

relationships are bidirectional. The children positive character development are influenced by 

their close interactions with their neighborhood and their positive character affect the 

neighborhood as well (Crawford, 2020; Jugessur, 2022; Yuliawan & Taryatman, 2020).   

 According to Bronfenbrenner Ecology Systems Theory, children`s development results 

from their interactions with their surrounding environment. This theory is applicable to 

understand how the children`s academic, well-being, and psychological development affected 

by the environment. Emphasizing on the importance of positive relationships with the 

environment will set a solid foundation for the child to overcome potential damages generated 

by the unsupportive environment. A nurturing environment full of caring relationships is 

adequate to promote positive social emotional development in a child (El Zaatari & Maalouf, 

2022; Munisa; Siregar, B.; Nofianti, 2021). 

 

Conclusion  

 The central concept of providing safe learning environment for a child is the fact that 

the development of a child sense of belonging to her/his learning environment occurs as a result 
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of positive relationships between the child and the people within the environment. 

Bronfenbrenner Ecology Systems Theory is considered reliable to understand the relationship 

between a child and its surrounding environment. The interactions a child has with the people 

within the environment, the process of building trust towards the environment, the struggle to 

fit into the environment and the time spent to construct the trust and relationship can describe 

the various factors that can mutually influence a child`s sense of belonging to her/his learning 

environment.  

 Generally, a child personal characteristic including age, gender, temperament, the 

history of educational background, the achievement of stage of development, the social 

interactions can collectively develop the child`s sense of belonging and safety to their learning 

environment. At the microsystem level, a safe learning environment plays a significant role in 

directly influencing the children development. How the children perceived the meaning of a 

safe learning environment can be shifted due to the changes in chronological age and life 

histories of the children.  

 

References  

Bailen, N. H., Green, L. M., & Thompson, R. J. (2019). Understanding Emotion in Adolescents: 

A Review of Emotional Frequency, Intensity, Instability, and Clarity. Emotion Review, 

11(1), 63–73. https://doi.org/10.1177/1754073918768878 

Coulombe, S., Hardy, K., & Goldfarb, R. (2020). Promoting wellbeing through positive 

education: A critical review and proposed social ecological approach. Theory and 

Research in Education, 18(3), 295–321. https://doi.org/10.1177/1477878520988432 

Crawford, M. (2020). Ecological Systems Theory: Exploring the Development of the 

Theoretical Framework as Conceived by Bronfenbrenner. Journal of Public Health Issues 

and Practices, 4(2), 2–7. https://doi.org/10.33790/jphip1100170 

Dr. Umar Sidiq, M.Ag Dr. Moh. Miftachul Choiri, M. (2019). Metode Penelitian Kualitatif di 

Bidang Pendidikan. In Journal of Chemical Information and Modeling (Vol. 53, Issue 9). 

http://repository.iainponorogo.ac.id/484/1/METODE PENELITIAN KUALITATIF DI 

BIDANG PENDIDIKAN.pdf 

El Zaatari, W., & Maalouf, I. (2022). How the Bronfenbrenner Bio-ecological System Theory 

Explains the Development of Students’ Sense of Belonging to School? SAGE Open, 12(4), 

1–18. https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440221134089 

Galindo, C., & Sheldon, S. B. (2012). School and home connections and children’s kindergarten 

achievement gains: The mediating role of family involvement. Early Childhood Research 

Quarterly, 27(1), 90–103. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2011.05.004 

Iruka, I. U., DeKraai, M., Walther, J., Sheridan, S. M., & Abdel-Monem, T. (2020). Examining 

how rural ecological contexts influence children’s early learning opportunities. Early 

Childhood Research Quarterly, 52, 15–29. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2019.09.005 

Jerome, Lee; Emerson, Lesley; Lundy, Laura; Orr, K. (2015). Teaching and Learning About 

Child Rights. Studies and Implementaion in 26 Countries. UNICEF Geneva. 

Jha, A. K. (2020). Gen Alpha_Amrit. PsyArxiv, June. https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/d2e8g 

Jugessur, Y. (2022). Use of Bronfenbrenner’s ecological model as pillars of educational 

research for hypothesis formulation. International Journal of Humanities and Social 

Science Intervention, 11(5), 25–29. https://doi.org/10.35629/7722-1105022529 

Khairul Amali, N. A., Mohd Ridzuan, M. U., Rahmat, N. H., Seng, H. Z., & Mustafa, N. C. 

(2023). Exploring Learning Environment Through Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems 

Theory. International Journal of Academic Research in Progressive Education and 

Development, 12(2). https://doi.org/10.6007/ijarped/v12-i2/16516 

Munisa; Siregar, B.; Nofianti, R. (2021). Hubungan Antara Attachment Dengan Interaksi 



Proceeding International Seminar on Islamic Studies Vol. 5, No. 1 (2024) 

Thailand, February 10-11, 2024  E-ISSN: 2722-7618 ││  P-ISSN: 2722-7626   
 

 
1714 

 

Sosial Anak Usia Dini Di PAUD Ummul Habibah Desa Klambir V. 

Nitecki, E., & Chung, M.-H. (2016). Play as Place: A Safe Space for Young Children to Learn 

about the World. International Journal of Early Childhood Environmental Education, 

4(1), 25–31. 

Nofianti, R .; Rozana, S. . M. (2019). Peranan Guru Dalam Meningkatkan Minat Belajar Pada 

Anak Usia Dini di TK Islam Terpadu Al Farabi. 

Nofianti, Rita; Munisa ; Agustia, N. R. (2022). Partisipasi Orangtua Dalam Implementasi 

Pembentukan Karakter Terhadap Perkembangan Anak Usia Dini Di Desa Lau Gumba 

Kecamatan Brastagi Kabupaten Karo. 

Panopoulos, N., & Drossinou-Korea, M. (2020). JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE AND 

LINGUISTIC STUDIES Bronfenbrenner’s theory and teaching intervention: The case of 

student with intellectual disability. Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 16(2), 

537–551. www.jlls.org 

Rachman, Y. A., Sumarwan, U., Latifah, M., & Herawati, T. (2023). Factors Influencing The 

Social-Emotional Development of Children And Adolescents: A Study Systematic 

Literature Review. Journal of Family Sciences, 1–17. 

https://doi.org/10.29244/jfs.vi.49789 

Rozana, S., . M., & Nofianti, R. (2021). An Influence of Parental Habits and Behavior in 

Children’s Education. International Journal of Research and Review, 8(8), 306–313. 

https://doi.org/10.52403/ijrr.20210842 

Sutarman, S., Nurhayati, N., Utami, R. D., Idarianty, I., & Akzam, I. (2022). Implementation 

of character based integrated holistic education in early childhood education. International 

Journal of Health Sciences, 6(June), 5405–5419. 

https://doi.org/10.53730/ijhs.v6ns4.10923 

UNESCO. (2014). Monitoring and Evaluation Guidance for School Health Programs Eight 

Core Indicators to Support FRESH. February, 1–20. 

UNESCO. (2019). Behind The Numbers Ending School Bullying and Violence. 

UNESCO. (2023). Promoting Safe and Equitable Learning Environments. 

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/promoting-safe-and-equitable-learning-environments 

UNICEF. (2024). Core Committments for Children. 

https://www.corecommitments.unicef.org/ccc-2-3-6 

Yuliawan, D., & Taryatman, T. (2020). Pendidikan Karakter Dalam Kajian Teori Ekologi 

Perkembangan. TRIHAYU: Jurnal Pendidikan Ke-SD-An, 7(1). 

https://doi.org/10.30738/trihayu.v7i1.8405 

 

 

 

 


