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Abstract: This research is motivated by the development of the digital era, which has
brought significant changes to various aspects of life, including parenting styles and moral
education for early childhood. In this era, children grow up in an environment filled with
digital technology, which can have both positive and negative impacts. Therefore, it is
essential for parents and educators to utilize technology wisely to support children's
character development. The advancement of digital technology has significantly influenced
the lives of young children, particularly in the process of shaping noble character. When
used wisely, technology can serve as an effective medium for instilling Islamic values in
children from an early age.This study aims to identify and analyse effective strategies for
instilling noble character in early childhood during the digital era. Specifically, it seeks to
provide practical recommendations for parents, educators, and digital content developers to
ensure the positive utilization of technology in moral education. Using a qualitative
approach through literature studies, the findings reveal that digital media, such as Islamic
learning applications, interactive stories based on Islamic values, and educational videos,
can help children understand moral concepts like honesty, politeness, and compassion.
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Introduction

The digital era has revolutionized many aspects of life, including the way we educate
and nurture the character of children. Today, children grow up in environments heavily
influenced by digital technology, which presents both opportunities and challenges. On one
hand, digital tools can serve as effective platforms for learning and moral development. On
the other hand, excessive or improper use of technology can lead to negative impacts, such
as reduced attention spans, exposure to inappropriate content, and weakened social skills.
These realities highlight the importance of guiding children to use technology responsibly,
particularly in shaping noble character from an early age. This study focuses on identifying
strategies to instill Islamic values in early childhood during the digital era. Islamic education
emphasizes the cultivation of noble qualities such as honesty, politeness, and compassion.
With advancements in digital media, there is significant potential to utilize educational tools
like Islamic learning applications, interactive stories, and videos as effective ways to teach
these values. However, the success of these efforts requires active involvement from parents,
educators, and digital content developers. By examining relevant literature and previous
research, this study aims to provide practical recommendations for leveraging technology to
support children’s moral development. It emphasizes the need for collaboration between
educational institutions and content developers to create engaging, age-appropriate learning
materials that align with Islamic principles. In doing so, this study hopes to turn the digital
era into an opportunity to foster a generation of individuals with strong noble character.
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Literature Review

The literature review examines the relationship between the digital era and the
development of noble character in early childhood, focusing on the integration of Islamic
values. Several key areas are explored to provide a comprehensive understanding of this
topic.
1. The Influence of Digital Technology on Early Childhood Development

Digital technology has significantly influenced early childhood development, impacting
cognitive, social, and moral growth. Studies by Plowman et al. (2010) reveal that interactive
digital tools, such as educational apps and games, can enhance children's learning
experiences and improve their problem-solving skills. However, excessive exposure to
technology without proper supervision can result in negative consequences, such as
addiction, reduced focus, and exposure to inappropriate content (Livingstone & Helsper,
2007). This highlights the importance of guided and limited use of digital devices.
2. Moral Development in Early Childhood

Theories by Piaget (1932) and Kohlberg (1981) emphasize the significance of early
moral development, which forms the foundation of a child’s values and behavior. Islamic
education aligns with these theories by stressing the importance of instilling values like
honesty, compassion, and respect from a young age. According to Al-Ghazali, moral
upbringing must be nurtured early to shape a child's character and behavior.
3. The Role of Digital Media in Teaching Islamic Values

Research shows that digital media can effectively introduce Islamic values to children.
Interactive learning tools such as Quran-based apps, animated stories, and Islamic
educational videos have been shown to engage children while teaching moral lessons.
Zahrani & Zahrani (2020) emphasize the potential of these tools in making moral education
more appealing and accessible to young learners. These resources help children understand
complex moral concepts through visual and interactive experiences.
4. Parental and Educator Involvement

Parental and educator roles are critical in guiding children’s use of digital technology.
Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory (1979) highlights the interconnectedness of
family, education, and the environment in shaping a child’s development. Parents and
educators must supervise digital activities, set appropriate boundaries, and serve as role
models in moral behavior. Studies also suggest that parents limit children’s screen time and
encourage offline activities to support balanced growth (AAP, 2016).
5. Collaboration Between Content Developers and Educators

Partnerships between digital content developers and educators are essential for creating
effective educational media. Research by Anderson & Pemplek (2005) shows that content
designed to align with children's developmental needs is more impactful in teaching moral
values. Islamic educational institutions can collaborate with developers to create age-
appropriate and culturally relevant digital materials that reflect Islamic teachings and values.

Method

This study uses a qualitative research approach to explore strategies for instilling noble
character in early childhood during the digital era. The methods employed in this research
are as follows:

1. Research Design

A qualitative approach was chosen to allow an in-depth analysis of the phenomenon. This
method enables the researchers to gather insights from literature and analyze various
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perspectives on moral education in the digital context. The focus is on understanding
strategies that integrate Islamic values with digital tools for early childhood education.

2. Data Collection Techniques

The study utilizes secondary data sources obtained through literature reviews. This involves
collecting data from books, journal articles, research papers, and credible online sources that
discuss moral education, Islamic values, early childhood development, and the use of digital
technology in education.

3. Data Analysis

The collected data were analyzed using content analysis methods. This technique involves
identifying recurring themes, patterns, and strategies related to instilling noble character
through digital platforms. The findings are categorized into specific topics, such as the role
of digital media, parental involvement, and collaboration with educators and developers.

4. Focus of Study

The study emphasizes: The types of digital media that effectively support moral education.
The role of parents and educators in guiding children’s use of technology. The potential of
collaboration between Islamic content developers and educational institutions to create
engaging and value-oriented media.

5. Ethical Considerations

The research adheres to ethical standards by ensuring that all secondary data sources are
properly cited and acknowledged. The study does not involve direct interaction with human
subjects, thereby eliminating risks of ethical violations. By employing these methods, this
study aims to provide comprehensive and practical recommendations for using technology
to support the development of noble character in early childhood.

Results and Discussion

This section presents the findings of the study and discusses their implications for instilling
noble character in early childhood during the digital era. The results are based on the
analysis of literature and highlight effective strategies and the roles of various stakeholders
in achieving this goal.

1. The Role of Digital Media in Instilling Noble Character

Digital media, when utilized appropriately, serves as a powerful tool for teaching children
Islamic values and noble character. Interactive Islamic learning applications, animated
videos, and Quran-based stories have been identified as effective resources for engaging
children. These tools simplify complex moral concepts like honesty, respect, and
compassion, making them easier for children to understand and apply in daily life. For
example, educational videos that depict real-life scenarios can help children relate to moral
lessons and practice them naturally.

Implication: Parents and educators should carefully select digital media content that aligns
with Islamic principles and age-appropriate pedagogies to maximize its benefits.

2. Parental and Educator Involvement

The active involvement of parents and educators is crucial in guiding children’s interaction
with digital media. The findings emphasize that moral education is most effective when
parents and teachers act as role models and mentors. For instance:

Parents can monitor screen time, curate appropriate content, and reinforce moral lessons
through daily interactions. Educators can integrate digital media into classroom activities
while ensuring that students understand the ethical values presented.
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Implication: Without proper guidance, children may misuse technology or access content
that contradicts moral teachings. Therefore, parents and educators must work together to
create a balanced and supervised learning environment.

3. Collaboration Between Content Developers and Educational Institutions

The study highlights the importance of collaboration between Islamic content developers
and educational institutions in creating high-quality educational resources. Content that
combines engaging visuals, interactive activities, and Islamic teachings ensures that children
remain interested while learning moral values. For example, developers can create
applications with gamified moral lessons that reward children for demonstrating good
behavior.

Implication: Institutions should partner with developers to ensure that the content reflects
Islamic principles and supports holistic child development.

4. Limiting Screen Time and Encouraging Offline Activities

While digital tools offer significant benefits, excessive screen time can negatively impact a
child's physical, emotional, and social development. The results suggest that a balance
between online and offline activities is essential. Activities such as storytelling, group
games, and family discussions help reinforce the moral values taught through digital media.
Implication: Parents and educators should establish clear boundaries on technology use and
encourage children to participate in offline activities to foster well-rounded development.

5. Challenges and Solutions in the Digital Era

The findings also identify challenges such as limited access to quality Islamic digital media
and the risk of exposure to inappropriate content. Solutions include:

Developing more localized and culturally relevant Islamic content. Implementing parental
controls and filtering tools to protect children online. Conducting workshops for parents and
educators on the effective use of digital media.

Implication: These measures ensure that technology becomes a tool for positive growth
rather than a source of harm.

Table 1: Example

Strategy Explanation Implementation
Example

Islamic learning app

Interactive Learning | Using apps, videos,

Tools or games to teach eith games about
moral lessons honesty and
through engaging kindness.
content.

Parental Parents guiding Monitoring screen

Involvement children’s time and discussing

technology use and
reinforcing values
through daily
interactions.

the lessons in digital
media.

Educator’s Role

Teachers
incorporating
digital tools into
classrooms to teach
values and ethics.

Showing animated
videos about
politeness in a
classroom session.
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Collaboration With | Partnering with Creating interactive
Developers digital content quran stories tailored
creators to produce | to children’s age.
high-quality Islamic

educational

materials.
Balancing Encouraging offline | Conducting family
Technology And activities to storytelling sessions
Offline Activites complement digital | about compassion.

learning

Conclusion

This study emphasizes the importance of instilling noble character in early childhood,
particularly in the digital era where children are surrounded by technology. The findings
highlight the dual nature of digital technology—it can be a powerful tool for moral
education when used responsibly but can also pose risks when misused. Effective strategies
to instill Islamic values in children involve a combination of digital media, active parental
and educator involvement, and collaboration with content developers and educational
institutions.Digital tools, such as Islamic learning applications, animated videos, and
interactive stories, have proven to be effective in teaching moral values like honesty,
politeness, and compassion. However, their effectiveness depends on careful content
selection and proper supervision. Parents and educators must take an active role in guiding
children’s use of technology, setting appropriate limits, and modeling the values they wish to
instill. Moreover, the study highlights the significance of collaboration between content
developers and educational institutions to produce engaging and culturally relevant materials
that align with Islamic teachings. These partnerships ensure that the content not only
supports moral development but alsocaptures the interest of young learners.Finally, the
study underscores the importance of balance. While technology offers innovative ways to
teach moral values, offline activities such as storytelling, family discussions, and hands-on
learning are equally crucial for holistic child development. By integrating these approaches,
the digital era can be transformed into an opportunity to nurture a generation with strong,
noble character.
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