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Abstract: This paper explores the issue of transnational drug trafficking, emphasizing its 

profound socio-economic and public health consequences. It highlights the complex nature 

of drug smuggling networks and their impact on national security, economic stability, and 

societal well-being. The study further integrates Islamic legal perspectives, arguing that 

Islamic law condemns narcotics trafficking due to its destructive effects on individuals and 

communities. By comparing national criminal laws with Islamic jurisprudence, the paper 

proposes a multifaceted approach to combat drug trafficking that incorporates both punitive 

measures and rehabilitation. This research underscores the need for coordinated 

international law enforcement, public health initiatives, and community-based 

interventions, with a focus on justice and mercy as prescribed in Islamic teachings. The 

paper concludes by advocating for comprehensive policies that balance legal frameworks 

with preventive and restorative approaches to address the global drug crisis. 
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Introduction  

Drug trafficking is one form of transnational organized crime that poses a serious threat 

to the security and stability of a country (Dugato & Aziani, 2020). Indonesia, as an archipelagic 

country with a strategic geographical location, often becomes the main target for drug 

smuggling from various countries (Rinaldi et al., 2023). This crime involves well-organized 

international networks, using various sophisticated methods to evade detection by law 

enforcement agencies (Souiki & Bessas, 2024). Drug trafficking not only threatens public 

health but also disrupts the social and economic order of the country. 

Islam views drug trafficking as a form of crime that not only violates the laws of the state 

but also contradicts the fundamental principles of Islamic teachings (Nor et al., 2024). From an 

Islamic perspective, all forms of harm to individuals and society, whether physical or mental, 

must be avoided. Drugs, which have a destructive impact on a person's physical and 

psychological health, clearly contradict the teachings of Islam, which prohibits any activities 

that can endanger human life. In the Quran, Allah says, "And do not kill yourselves [or one 

another]. And whoever does that, as an aggressor and unjust, then We have prepared for him a 

Fire." (Q.S. Al-Isra: 31). This verse emphasizes the prohibition against any actions that can 

cause harm to oneself or others, including drug abuse. 

Furthermore, in Islam, legitimate and halal business is always emphasized as the correct 

way to earn a livelihood (Basir & Musa, 2022). In this context, businesses that harm human 

life, such as drug trafficking, are considered haram. Islam teaches to avoid all forms of activities 

that harm oneself and others, which can also contribute to social and economic damage. As 

mentioned in the hadith of Prophet Muhammad SAW, "Every transaction that contains elements 
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of deception and harms others is haram." (HR. Bukhari). This shows that any form of trade that 

involves harm to humans, such as drugs, cannot be justified in Islam. 

The social and economic impact of this drug smuggling crime is very significant. The 

state must face increased health and security costs to address the consequences of drug 

consumption (Bonn et al., 2020), while families and communities must bear the social burden 

of drug addiction. In the Islamic perspective, social and economic welfare must be maintained 

through a fair and sustainable economic system. Islam emphasizes the importance of equitable 

wealth distribution and avoiding greed that only benefits a handful of people. Drug trafficking, 

which is an illegal and destructive activity, clearly contradicts the principles of social justice 

taught by Islam (Bonn et al., 2020). 

Prevention of drug smuggling in the Islamic perspective involves an approach of moral 

and ethical education that emphasizes self-control, honesty, and a sense of responsibility 

towards others (Ibrahim et al., 2024). This prevention also includes strict and fair law 

enforcement, as taught by Islam in regulating social and economic life. This law enforcement 

aims not only to punish the perpetrators but also to teach the community to avoid destructive 

behavior. 

Drug trafficking as a transnational business crime not only brings negative social and 

economic impacts but also contradicts Islamic teachings that encourage its followers to 

maintain the welfare of both individuals and society (Priyono, 2022). In the perspective of 

Islam, this action cannot be justified and must be addressed with a comprehensive approach, 

both in terms of state law and religious morality (Sinaga, 2024). 

 

Literature Review 

Drug smuggling as part of transnational business crime has received widespread attention 

from various academic circles, whether from legal, social, economic, or even religious 

perspectives. Indonesia, as a country with strategic border routes, often becomes a primary 

target in international drug trafficking. A study by Mulyani (2024) states that the issue of drug 

abuse has caused tension in the country's legal system, where sanctions against this crime 

remain a significant challenge in their implementation both at the national level and from the 

perspective of Islamic law. Mulyani argues that Islamic law, with its emphasis on strict 

punishment, provides a strong foundation for addressing drug-related crimes, leading to 

recovery and prevention. 

The socio-economic impact of drug trafficking not only affects individuals but also has 

repercussions on communities and the country as a whole. Wang et al. (2021) show that the 

social and economic crises caused by drug abuse can increase dependence on the country's 

social systems and worsen economic instability, a phenomenon that seems to also apply in the 

Southeast Asian region, including Indonesia. Penelitian ini mengungkapkan bagaimana 

peredaran narkoba merusak kesejahteraan sosial dan memperburuk kondisi ekonomi dalam 

skala besar, mengarah pada lebih banyak biaya sosial dan beban kesehatan yang harus 

ditanggung masyarakat. 

Furthermore, Ekhtiari et al. (2020) mention that countries severely affected by narcotics, 

such as Iran, have adopted various harm reduction programs to address this issue. However, 

they also emphasize that the solutions adopted must strike a balance between strict legal 

oversight and social support for individuals caught in drug use. This balanced approach aims to 

minimize social harm without neglecting the recovery aspects for drug addicts. 

In the legal perspective, narcotics law enforcement remains a major challenge in many 

countries. Mazerolle et al. (2020) examined the law enforcement system against drug-related 

crimes and identified shortcomings in the implementation of legal policies at the local level. 

They suggest that drug law enforcement should focus more on street-level enforcement and 
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involve the community in monitoring. This is important in building a system that is more 

responsive to drug trafficking at the grassroots level. 

From an Islamic perspective, Jan et al. (2023) note that drugs damage individual morals 

and ethics, and violate the fundamental principles of Islam that emphasize the importance of 

maintaining health and the safety of the soul. Islam views that any form of damage to the body 

and soul of a human being is an act that is forbidden. Therefore, drug trafficking is considered 

a form of crime that must be severely punished, both by the state and from a religious 

perspective. In this regard, Jonathan et al. (2021) also emphasize that the impact of criminality, 

including drug trafficking, has a destructive effect on socio-economic development, leading to 

broader instability in society. 

Overall, studies on drug smuggling show that its impact is very extensive, affecting many 

aspects of social and economic life. Addressing this issue not only requires strict legal policies 

but also a preventive approach based on moral and religious education. The integration of 

Islamic views into drug prevention policies can be one of the effective approaches, where the 

principle of protecting human health and well-being becomes the top priority. For that reason, 

cooperation between the state, society, and religious institutions is needed to create a holistic 

solution in addressing the issue of drug abuse. 

 

Method  

This study employs a qualitative research methodology to explore the transnational drug 

trafficking crime and its socio-economic implications, with a particular focus on the Islamic 

perspective on such criminal activities. Data is gathered through an extensive review of both 

primary and secondary sources, including academic journals, books, and legal documents 

related to drug trafficking and criminal law, as well as Islamic texts. Furthermore, case studies 

from countries like Indonesia are examined to understand the impact of narcotics trafficking on 

public health, the economy, and social stability. A comparative analysis is conducted between 

national criminal sanctions and Islamic legal frameworks for drug-related crimes. The study 

also incorporates a critical review of existing policies and preventive measures employed by 

various nations to combat drug trafficking, with the aim of proposing a comprehensive, multi-

faceted approach to addressing this issue. 

 

Result and Discussion 

The study on transnational drug trafficking reveals both the immediate and long-term 

consequences of this criminal activity on a nation’s security, social fabric, and economic 

stability. Drug trafficking, particularly narcotics smuggling, is a major threat to the social and 

economic order of countries, with far-reaching impacts on health, criminal justice systems, and 

public safety. The study finds that the international nature of drug trafficking networks, coupled 

with the increasing sophistication of smuggling techniques, poses a significant challenge to 

national and international law enforcement agencies. A critical component of the findings is the 

sheer scale of the illicit trade in narcotics, which leads to an unregulated market that undermines 

state control and fosters corruption. 

The impacts of drug trafficking are not limited to the direct criminal activities associated 

with it but extend into the broader social and economic spheres. One of the most prominent 

consequences is the negative effect on public health. According to Mulyani (2024), drug 

addiction results in a multitude of health-related issues, including chronic diseases, 

psychological disorders, and premature deaths. This, in turn, leads to a surge in demand for 

healthcare services, thus straining the healthcare system and diverting resources that could be 

otherwise used for preventive measures and social welfare programs. The overwhelming 

burden on healthcare systems, especially in countries with high rates of drug trafficking, 
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exacerbates the existing social inequalities and increases public expenditure, further 

destabilizing the national economy. Furthermore, Wang et al. (2021) argue that the economic 

consequences of drug trafficking go beyond healthcare costs, influencing a nation’s labor force 

productivity, increasing unemployment rates, and leading to higher levels of poverty and 

inequality. 

Another critical outcome of transnational drug trafficking is its contribution to social 

unrest. Communities affected by the prevalence of drugs face rising crime rates, including theft, 

assault, and gang violence, as drug-dependent individuals engage in illegal activities to support 

their addictions. Jan et al. (2023) highlight that in regions where methamphetamine abuse is 

rampant, such as in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan, socio-economic conditions deteriorate as 

drug-related crimes increase, leading to a vicious cycle of poverty and criminality. The 

implications of such social deterioration are felt at the family level, where addiction disrupts 

family structures and leads to child neglect, domestic violence, and social stigma. Jonathan et 

al. (2021) further explain that the proliferation of criminal activities related to drug trafficking 

can undermine the social cohesion necessary for socio-economic development. The fear of 

crime and lack of trust in law enforcement often results in the erosion of community support 

systems, leaving vulnerable populations without the social capital needed to escape the cycle 

of addiction and crime. 

In the legal context, the findings indicate that the current criminal justice responses to 

drug trafficking, particularly in Indonesia, are often insufficient to address the scale of the 

problem. The legal framework, while strict, is hampered by inadequate enforcement, lack of 

resources, and corruption within law enforcement agencies. Mazerolle et al. (2020) emphasize 

that while drug law enforcement on the street level is necessary, it must be accompanied by 

stronger institutional support and greater coordination between national and international law 

enforcement agencies. Without a comprehensive approach that includes preventive measures, 

rehabilitation programs, and public awareness campaigns, the cycle of drug trafficking and 

addiction remains unbroken. 

The study also explores the Islamic perspective on drug trafficking, offering an important 

moral and legal lens through which this issue can be examined. Islamic teachings unequivocally 

oppose activities that harm human life and society, including the trafficking and consumption 

of narcotics. In Islam, the protection of life (hifz al-nafs) is a fundamental principle, which 

directly conflicts with the nature of narcotic drugs that lead to addiction and death. Mulyani 

(2024) notes that Islamic law emphasizes severe punishment for those who engage in acts that 

harm public welfare, particularly in cases where such acts contribute to the destabilization of 

society. From this viewpoint, drug trafficking is not only a violation of national law but a moral 

offense that affects the entire community. The Islamic legal system, therefore, mandates strict 

punishments for drug traffickers, which could include corporal punishment or imprisonment, 

as part of a broader strategy to deter drug-related crimes and protect society. 

Furthermore, Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh) provides a framework for understanding the 

morality of business transactions, including those related to narcotics. Riaz (2019) explains that 

Islam categorically prohibits business transactions that involve harmful products, and narcotics 

are considered haram (forbidden). The Quran also condemns any form of deceit or harm to 

others in business dealings, which is relevant in the context of drug trafficking, where deceptive 

practices and exploitation of vulnerable individuals are common. Thus, Islamic legal principles 

call for the implementation of preventive measures, including education, religious teachings, 

and community-based interventions, to combat the spread of drug addiction and trafficking. 

Additionally, Ekhtiari et al. (2020) argue that harm reduction programs, which focus on 

minimizing the negative consequences of drug use, are in line with Islamic principles of mercy 

and protection of life. These programs aim to provide drug users with the tools and support they 
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need to recover, reflecting the Islamic focus on rehabilitation rather than punishment alone. By 

integrating both punitive measures for traffickers and supportive care for users, Islamic law 

advocates for a holistic approach to drug-related issues, ensuring that both justice and 

compassion are served. 

The findings also suggest that a combination of strong legal frameworks, public health 

interventions, and Islamic teachings could provide a comprehensive strategy for addressing 

drug trafficking and addiction. Countries could benefit from adopting a more integrated 

approach that combines state law enforcement with religious and community-based support 

systems. As emphasized by Zahid et al. (2018), such an approach could foster a culture of 

prevention, rehabilitation, and social responsibility, ultimately reducing the impact of drug 

trafficking on society. 

In conclusion, transnational drug trafficking presents a complex challenge that affects not 

only the economy and public health but also the moral and social fabric of society. The Islamic 

perspective offers valuable insights into the nature of drug-related crimes and provides a 

framework for addressing this issue in a way that emphasizes both justice and mercy. The study 

highlights the need for a multi-pronged approach that combines legal reforms, enforcement 

improvements, and public health initiatives, while also incorporating ethical and religious 

guidance to effectively combat the devastating effects of drug trafficking. 

 

Conclusion 

Transnational drug trafficking presents a multifaceted threat to both national security and 

social stability, with significant socio-economic and health impacts. The pervasive nature of 

this crime, coupled with its international reach, necessitates a coordinated approach involving 

stringent law enforcement, public health interventions, and community-based solutions. The 

Islamic perspective on drug trafficking underscores the importance of moral responsibility, 

prohibiting actions that harm individuals and society. By integrating Islamic legal principles 

with modern legal frameworks and public health strategies, a more holistic approach can be 

developed to combat the illicit drug trade. This study highlights the need for comprehensive 

policies that balance justice, prevention, and rehabilitation, ensuring both the protection of 

society and the restoration of individuals affected by drug addiction. 
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