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Abstract: Investigating the coexistence of early childhood language acquisition and Islamic
principles. For children to enhance their ethical character and language skills, it is vital to
provide English instruction. Islamic values can be incorporated into English teaching
through a comprehensive approach that promotes both moral growth and linguistic
development. This research emphasizes the importance of early intervention in fostering
holistic growth within an educational framework that prioritizes both academic and spiritual
advancement. The study focuses on early childhood English language proficiency while
identifying effective teaching strategies and discussing classroom practices and methods that
reinforce Islamic values such as compassion, patience, honesty, and respect. The findings
suggest that a combined approach enhances both moral development and language
competency, producing individuals equipped to navigate the complexities of life.producing
individuals capable of navigating the framework of modern Islamic education.
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Introduction

At the beginning of a child’s educational journey, developing language skills and
character is vital to their growth. Early childhood education plays an essential role in
nurturing cognitive skills and ethical values, which serve as the groundwork for children’s
future achievements in both academics and personal life. For Muslim children, incorporating
Islamic principles into the English language learning process offers a chance to cultivate
individuals who are not only skilled in global languages but also firm in their cultural and
religious identities. In many educational systems, the emphasis on English language
development is often prioritized, especially in globalized settings where English serves as a
dominant mode of communication. However, in Muslim-majority societies, it is equally
important to integrate Islamic values into the educational process to ensure that language
learning is not only functional but also morally grounded. Islamic values such as honesty,
respect, kindness, and responsibility can be seamlessly integrated into language instruction,
creating an environment where children not only become proficient in English but also learn
to embody ethical principles that guide their interactions and behavior. Incorporating Islamic
values into early childhood English education demands a thoughtful equilibrium between
enhancing language abilities and reinforcing moral principles. This process involves
designing educational settings, curricula, and pedagogical approaches that respect Islamic
customs while addressing the educational requirements of contemporary society. By
integrating Islamic concepts into English instruction, children can enhance their language
proficiency while deepening their faith and character, leading to a comprehensive learning
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experience. This approach to education sees language acquisition not just as a cognitive
skill, but also as a means to instill cultural understanding, spiritual awareness, and a strong
moral foundation, shaping well-rounded individuals who are equipped to navigate the
complexities of the modern world while remaining connected to their cultural and religious
traditions. Ultimately, this integration of language development and Islamic values creates a
holistic educational experience, preparing children to become effective communicators and
ethically responsible individuals.

Literature Review

Early childhood is an important stage of development often called the “Golden Age,”
where children have a great ability to learn languages. According to cognitive development
theories, children at this age start using symbols like words and images to represent ideas,
which is why they enjoy imaginative play. They also benefit from support and guidance
from adults or peers to help them understand and learn better. Teaching English to young
children gives them a strong advantage for the future. Research shows that early childhood
is the best time to learn a second language through regular practice and exposure. In Islamic
education, it is equally important to build a moral and spiritual foundation during this time,
teaching children values like honesty, kindness, and responsibility.

Early education should focus not only on cognitive development but also on building
character through moral values.Combining Islamic values with English lessons is a great
way to help children learn a new language while maintaining their Islamic identity. For
example, teachers can use Islamic stories, like the stories of the prophets, or include phrases
such as “Bismillah” and “Alhamdulillah” in daily lessons. This approach not only reinforces
religious values but also makes learning more enjoyable and meaningful for children.Play-
based learning has proven to be an effective method for teaching English to young learners.
Activities like songs, interactive games, and role-playing can teach English while also
promoting Islamic values. These fun activities create a positive and engaging learning
environment for children.However, there are challenges in implementing Islamic-based
English education. Some schools face a lack of trained teachers and appropriate teaching
materials.

To address these challenges, teachers need professional training, and more resources
aligned with Islamic values should be developed to improve learning outcomes.
Additionally, it is important to consider the local context when designing an English
curriculum for young learners. A curriculum that reflects local culture and Islamic principles
can create a more relevant and meaningful educational experience, especially for Muslim
communities. Integrating English learning with Islamic values and play-based methods
offers a well-rounded approach to raising children who are academically skilled, morally
strong, and rooted in Islamic character.

Method

This investigation employs a qualitative framework to examine effective methods for
merging english language skills with islamic values in early childhood education. This
approach facilitates a thorough understanding of educators' experiences, instructional
practices, and the challenges they encounter within their unique environments. The study
engaged 20 early childhood educators from islamic institutions throughout indonesia.
Selection criteria included:

2860



1. Experience: a minimum of three years teaching english to young learners.
2. Integration practices: proven experience in incorporating islamic values into their

teaching.

3. Willingness: an openness to participate in interviews and classroom observations.
Participants were drawn from various regions to ensure a comprehensive perspective

on teaching practices across different cultural settings.

1.

2.

3.

Data Collection Methods
Data was collected through three primary methods:
a. Semi-structured interviews
In-depth interviews were conducted to gain insights into teaching strategies, methods
for integrating islamic values, challenges encountered, and the effects on student
development. All interviews were recorded, transcribed, and analyzed for common
themes.
b. Classroom observations
The researcher observed english lessons to assess how islamic values were integrated
into teaching practices. Observations concentrated on lesson delivery, interactions
between teachers and students, and student responses. Detailed notes and video
recordings were made for subsequent analysis.
c. Document analysis
Relevant educational documents were examined, including:
» lesson plans that illustrate the integration of islamic values.
+ teaching materials such as texts, visuals, or digital resources.
» student worksheets to evaluate the application of values in learning activities.
The triangulation of data from interviews, observations, and document analysis
bolstered the credibility of the findings
Research Procedure
The study was carried out in five distinct phases:
a. Preparation: This involved selecting participants, developing guidelines for
interviews and observations, and securing necessary permissions.
b. Data Collection: This phase encompassed conducting interviews, observing
classroom activities, and reviewing educational documents.
c. Preliminary Analysis: The collected data was transcribed, and key themes were
identified.
d. Validation: Findings were shared with participants to ensure clarity and confirm the
accuracy of the data.
e. Reporting: The results and recommendations were compiled into a comprehensive
final report.

Data Analysis
The data was processed using thematic analysis, which included the following steps:
a. Transcription: All interviews and observations were documented in writing.
b. Coding: Recurring themes and patterns were highlighted.
c. Categorization: Similar themes were grouped together, and relationships were
identified.
d. Interpretation: Conclusions were drawn regarding effective teaching strategies,
challenges faced, and best practices.
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4. Research Ethics

Ethical considerations encompassed:

* Securing written consent from participants.

 Maintaining the confidentiality of participants' information.

« Utilizing the data solely for research purposes.

The findings are intended to offer practical strategies for teaching English while
integrating Islamic values in early childhood education. This research aims to enhance
educational practices within Islamic schools.

Results and Discussion

The research findings indicate that the successful integration of English language skills with
Islamic values can be accomplished through several methods:

1. Storytelling: Presenting Islamic narratives in English aids children in expanding their
vocabulary while simultaneously reinforcing ethical lessons. For instance, tales about
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) can impart knowledge of adjectives and verbs, as well as values
such as honesty and compassion.

2. Interactive Activities: Engaging in activities like role-playing significant Islamic
historical events or crafting simple projects related to Islamic culture captivates children's
interest and offers contextual learning experiences.

3. Songs and Rhymes: Islamic-themed songs in English, which may include teachings about
the names of Allah or daily prayers, facilitate children's retention of new vocabulary and the
practice of language rhythms.

4. Cultural Contextualization: Integrating local Islamic traditions and customs into English
lessons enables children to establish connections with the content while acquiring new
vocabulary and grammatical structures.

The study also identifies several challenges, including:

- A scarcity of teaching materials specifically designed for this approach.

- Some teachers' limited proficiency in English.

- The need to balance secular and religious educational objectives.

These challenges emphasize the necessity for teacher training programs and the creation of
culturally relevant resources to enhance effective integration

Conclusion

The incorporation of English language skills alongside Islamic values in early childhood
education offers substantial advantages for the cognitive and ethical growth of children.
Utilizing techniques such as storytelling, interactive activities, songs, and cultural
contextualization enables children to acquire English proficiency while simultaneously
internalizing Islamic principles. This methodology not only facilitates language acquisition
but also fortifies the moral character of children in accordance with their religious
beliefs.Effective execution of this initiative necessitates collaboration from various
stakeholders, including the training of educators and the creation of educational materials.
By employing engaging and pertinent teaching strategies, this program can empower
children to gain confidence in their English language abilities while remaining connected to
their cultural and religious heritage. This integration represents a strategic approach to
cultivating a generation that is both globally adept and ethically sound.

2862



Bibliography

Ahmad, S. & Sahin, S. (2017). "Integrating Islamic Values into Teaching English for Young
Learners." Journal of Education and Practice, 8(36), 1-8.

Rohmah, Z. (2012). "Incorporating Islamic Messages in the English Teaching in the
Indonesian Context.” International Journal of Social Science and Humanity, 2(6), 454-
458.

Ashraf, M., Javaid, T., & Sethi, A. (2014). "Teaching English through Islamic Principles at
the Primary Level." Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 116, 4506-4511.

Hidayatullah, M. F. (2015). Character Education Integration in English Teaching for Early
Childhood in Islamic Schools. UIN Malang Repository.

Kurniawan, R. (2018). "Islamic Education and English Language Learning for Early
Childhood." Al-Ta Lim Journal, 25(3), 197-204.

Rahmawati, S. D. & Widyantoro, A. (2020). "English Teaching Integrated with Islamic
Values in Primary Schools." Indonesian Journal of Islamic Education, 4(1), 53-66.

Faridi, A. (2016). "Developing English Teaching Materials for Islamic Elementary Schools."
Journal of Research & Method in Education, 6(2), 45-52.

Ismail, N. (2014). "Islamic-Based English Language Teaching for Young Learners in
Muslim-Majority Countries." Asian EFL Journal, 16(2), 92-105.

Munir, S. Z. & Ramadhani, R. (2021). "Integrating Islamic Values into EFL Teaching for
Young Learners." International Journal of Education and Literacy Studies, 9(3), 94-99.

Yusoff, N. M., Omar, N., & Mansor, M. (2015). "Incorporating Islamic Worldview into
English Teaching Methodologies: A Case Study." Mediterranean Journal of Social
Sciences, 6(4), 389-396.

2863



